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Short Bio Christine M Merkel, Germany
· Historian, Psychologist, Specialist in International Relations, Neuroenergetic Coach, Head of Division, German Comm f UNESCO
· Lived and worked with organisations in five countries in Europe and Africa, have been involved in and with projects in 40 countries across the continents ( Europe and Central Asia, Latin America, Arab region and North Africa, South Asia, Western and Southern Africa) 

· Senior professional positions in the European Parliament, international human rights organisations, international academy for leadership and management of civil society organisations from around the globe

· A couple of public roles and board positions as e.g.
· founding board member of Helsinki Citizens Assembly, Prague

· founding director of Heinrich Böll Foundation, Germany
· founding vice-president of El Taller, Tunis
currently Vice-President of the Euro-Med Human Rights Foundation, Copenhagen
Currently Vice-Chair of the Culture Committee of the Council of Europe/Strasbourg
· a very happy aunt and godmother to six young ladies and two young men aged between 18 and 33, speaking five different mother tongues [which mirror my six working languages] and whose second languages include Chinese
· a happy / smiling ! marathon runner and bel canto singer

in short: a European born in Germany with the good luck of having grown into a global citizen step by step (“I live my life in growing rings…” RILKE)
