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India- a Country of Contrast and Heterogeneity
Socio Demographic Aspects of India
India is a federal state with some strong central functions.

The democratic constitution of India goes back to English influence and defines India  as “SOVEREIGN,SOCIALIST
, SECULAR,  DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC”. Direct elections are introduced for the first time 1935. All our contact persons were proud to live in one of the oldest and most stable democratic system in Asia. 
India is one of the few nations that follow a direct mode of affirmative action by reserving positions in legislature and public employment for weaker sections like the dalits
 and tribal groups. 

With respect to promoting women’s participation
 in Politics, Constitution provides for reservation of one third seats on local government for women and the government is trying to bring a similar legislation for election to the state and federal level as well.
.

India’s population is about 1.1 billion- Europe and US together have only 800 million.

72% live in rural areas but create only 18% of GDP (Gross Domestic Product) . Urbanisation is increasing fast with 23 cities with over 1 million or more population. When we entered a train in Mumbai to go downtown, we experienced how crowded this 16million people city is. Bangalore showed its increasing population by massive traffic jams nearly all over the day.

But nevertheless, India is predominantly an agriculture based society. The rural society has developed some specific procedures for doing business e.g. the middlemen which are now also to be found in the cities with taxi drivers.
Figures we were told differ, but roughly one third of the of the population lives below poverty line, one third belongs to middle class
. We experienced this range of social situations when we had a visit to Mombai slum Dharavi in the morning and had lunch with an upper class lady in her penthouse suit overlooking Mumbai’s seaside, where she had invited us to demonstrate Indian cooking.
Electricity is not permanent available in rural area, but 350 million people have a mobile phone- and this not only the middle class member. Cell phones have a considerable impact how business is done and by whom and as a consequence foster social changes.
Illiteracy is a big problem in rural areas, 40% of women cannot read and write. Men’s rate is a bit better. We were told by our contacts that Indians are proud of having established a voting system also for illiterate people. But sometimes there raised doubts whether this works  fully- there are sometimes hints on votes being bought by power groups especially in the rural areas. 
India has a very young population , The rate between working people  (between 18-50years) and non working people is greater one- we were told India is the only country with that ratio. Germany e.g has a value far smaller than 1.
Parents have 2-3 children in urban areas, 4- 5 in rural areas.
Work aspects
The overall unemployment rate differed during the last years was between 2.2% and 4.5 % Women employment rate was  not available for us. People said there are no statistics in India because definition of the rate is difficult as over 70% of the population lives in rural areas and women do a lot of agricultural work but do not earn their own money in the urban sense.
Languages 

Indians has 325 different spoken languages, 22 of them are official languages. This indicates that India has no national language; Hindi and English are the two mostly used languages for official purposes. 

Religion 

Most of the Indian people are Hindus
, however there is reasonable number of Muslims (13%). Nearly 3 % are Christians. Christianity came to India way back in 52 AD with St. Thomas- and Christian people in India are well aware and proud of having a far longer Christian history than the Europeans- so told us a clerk in a warehouse during our shopping tour.

You also can find Jews- never prosecuted in India!-  and Parsis.
As religion plays an important role the family structures are different in the religious groups, the rules for marriage and divorce are defined by the religion – no governance from the state hereby. There are also different calendars. 
India has tended to define secularism in terms of equal respect for all religions rather than just in terms of separation of politics and religion 
But a professor from the famous IIM – a management school for engineers – told us that it is a a dangerous issue that Muslims do not send their kids to good schools, so Muslims are economically backward. 
The most strange aspect for western people is the caste system. Formally it was profession based, because the basic ideal was division of labour. The caste  is ascribed i.e. you are born into a castee and cannot change it. The ideal of the caste system was a four-fold division of classes-the priestly and scholar class called Brahmins, the warriors and administrators called Kshatriyas, the trader and merchant class called Vaishyas and those supposed to serve the upper three classes called the Shudras. However in practice, there are innumerable castes. 

The hierarchy goes with the belief that the more the involvement of hard or manual work or contact with ‘polluting’ substances’, the lower the status of the person is.

One can marry only within one’s own caste. Each caste has its own set of rituals, practices and traditionally had minimal interaction with other castes. 
Nowadays the castes influence the political life. The castes are now strong pressure groups. 
Caste system is strongly alive, even if urban people do not care so much. Western people wonder how to recognize to which caste a person belongs (it is rude to ask for). Well that’s easy: the family names and the surnames are caste related.
And notice: also the Muslims have the caste system and older Indian Christian communities follow the caste system also.
8% of the population lives in tribes and they are often outside of caste systems, but some tribes adopted the caste systems

When you have a look on the matrimonies in a newspaper (often: we want for our son/ daughter…) you will find that it does play a big role.
Still marriages are often enough family arranged and are an alliance between two families and not between the wife and the husband. We met young women who took it  as quite normal and did not question it.. This custom goes along with a highly patriarch system in families and strong kinship ties.
But on the other hand the consequences of the fast changing society create a lot of dynamics in the family. The young IT professional earns a lot more money than his parent, becomes acquainted with different people out of their caste and is no longer 100% willing to accept the patriarch system. Couples do not marry, or they decide clearly not to have children. Women do not want to marry nor live their lifelong with their parents. At the time being almost all old and new forms of family and marriage including extended families
, matrilineal household, matriarchy, polygyny, polyandry exist.
As a summary: caste region and religious sect defines an Indians life, but “families become nuclear”- as one of our contact person said.
If in today’s India you decide to have children, you need the support of the family in case both parents go on working, because there is no public day care for children. Some big companies have- but this only available for a small portion of parents.
The day care for children is not the only item missing in the social security system- in fact there is no public social security system- only family support for most of the Indians. Only around 7.8 per cent of the Indian population is working in the organised sector with access to secure jobs and social security
Having in mind this enormous heterogeneity and the big changes in society  it is easy to see that India faces major challenges as extremist political groups among both the Hindus and Muslims, separatist movements in the north eastern states, conflicts about share in resources and economic benefits, clashes between sons of the soil and migrants and ethnic conflicts.

Of course, there is violence in the Indian society. During our visit in the slum we talked to women who founded the organisation “violence against women”. For a women living in an Indian slum it is far more difficult to escape from her husbands violence than in the western countries (and it is difficult enough here!) The family provides the only social security not only in slum areas– but it also provides a lot pressure.
But nevertheless, the overall look on the Indian society gives a more peaceful impression then expected in relation to the structures and range of diversity. We wondered that India does not have far more severe problems. We guess that the basic philosophy of Hinduism and the democratic structure prevents a lot of aggression. 

� It implies social equality, and does not connote any economic or political ideology. Social equality in this context means the absence of discrimination on the grounds only of  � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caste" \o "Caste" ��caste�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colour" \o "Colour" ��colour�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creed" \o "Creed" ��creed�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex" \o "Sex" ��sex�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion" \o "Religion" ��religion�, or � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language" \o "Language" ��language�. (source: wikipedia) 


� Dalits are the members of the caste of untouchables


� This is an interesting aspect as we met in companies no elaborated gender sensitiveness


� definition: income ranging from 200 000 rupies  up  to 1 million rupies per year , this as a rough range from about  3 500€ up to 17 000 €. Today ca 11 million househols belong to that group and it is expected to be 28 million by 2010


� Defined more by outsiders and non-Hindus, there are no traits or elements that could be said to be common to all those who are called Hindus. But most of the Hindus share the ideal of  Dharma-which means righteous behaviour and duty one has to perform for the survival of the society and the believe that the  ultimate aim of a human is to attain salvation and end from the circle of birth and rebirth .


� generally marked by more than two generations of family living together and sharing and contributing to common resources
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